We construct θ-deformations of the classical groups SL(2, H) and Sp(2). Coacting on a basic instanton on a noncommutative four-sphere S 4 θ , we construct a noncommutative family of instantons of charge 1. The family is parametrized by the quantum quotient of SL θ (2, H) by Sp θ (2).
1 Introduction a detailed description of the inclusion A(S z 2 z * 1
where t denotes matrix transposition, and |ψ 1 , |ψ 2 are elements in the right A(S The defining relation of the algebra A(S 7 θ ) can be given on the entries of the matrix u in (2.3). Writing u = (u ia ), with i, j = 1, . . . , 4 and a = 1, 2, one gets u ia u jb = η ji u jb u ia . The deformation matrix (λ jk ) in (2.1) is just the above η with entries rearranged. The finitely generated projective A(S
4 is isomorphic to the module of equivariant maps from A(S 7 θ ) to C 2 describing the vector bundle associated via the fundamental representation of SU (2) . On E one has the Grassmann connection (2.9) with Ω(S 4 θ ) a natural differential calculus on S 4 θ . There is also a natural Hodge star operator * θ (see below). The connection has a self-dual curvature ∇ 2 = p(dp) 2 , that is, * θ p(dp) 2 = p(dp) 2 ;
Its 'topological charge' is computed to be 1 by a noncommutative index theorem. This 'basic' noncommutative instanton has been given a twistor description in [5] .
The two algebras A(S 7 θ ) and A(S 4 θ ) can be described in terms of a deformed (a 'star') product on the undeformed algebras A(S 7 ) and A(S 4 ). Both spheres S 7 and S 4 carry an action of the torus T 2 , which is compatible with the action of SU(2) on the total space S 7 . In other words, it is an action on the principal SU(2)-bundle S 7 → S 4 . The action by automorphisms on the algebra A(S 4 ) is given simply by σ t : (x, α, β) → (x, e 2πit 1 α, e 2πit 2 β),
for t = (t 1 , t 2 ) ∈ T 2 . Now, any polynomial in the algebra A(S 4 ) is decomposed into elements which are homogeneous under this action. An element f r ∈ A(S 4 ) is said to be homogeneous of bidegree r = (r 1 , r 2 ) ∈ Z 2 if σ t (f r ) = e 2πi(r 1 t 1 +r 2 t 2 ) f r , and each f ∈ A(S 4 ) is a unique finite sum of homogeneous elements [17] . This decomposition corresponds to writing the polynomial f in terms of monomials in the generators.
Let now θ = (θ jk = −θ kj ) be a real antisymmetric 2 × 2 matrix (thus given by a single real number, θ 12 = θ, say). The θ-deformation of A(S 4 ) is defined by replacing the ordinary product by a deformed product, given on homogeneous elements by f r × θ g s := e πiθ(r 1 s 2 −r 2 s 1 ) f r g s , (2.10) and extended linearly to all elements in A(S 4 ). The vector space A(S 4 ) equipped with the product × θ is denoted by A(S 4 θ ). On the other hand, the algebra A(S 7 ) does not carry an action of this T 2 but rather a lifted action of a double cover 2-torus [15] . Nonetheless, the lifted action still allows us to define the algebra A(S 7 θ ) by endowing the vector space A(S 7 ) with a deformed product similar to the one in (2.10). As the notation suggests, these deformed algebras are shown to be isomorphic to the algebras defined by the relations in equations (2.1) and (2.2) .
In fact, the torus action can be extended to forms and one also deforms the exterior algebra of forms via a product like the one in (2.10) on spectral components so producing deformed exterior algebras Ω(S 4 θ ) and Ω(S 7 θ ). As for functions, these are isomorphic as vector spaces to their undeformed counterparts but endowed with a deformed product.
As mentioned, the spheres S 4 θ and S 7 θ are examples of toric noncommutative manifolds (originally called isospectral deformations [8] ). They have noncommutative geometries via spectral triples whose Dirac operator and Hilbert space of spinors are the classical ones: only the algebra of functions and its action on the spinors is changed. In particular, having an undeformed Dirac operator (or, in other words, an undeformed metric structure) one takes as a Hodge operator * θ the undeformed operator on each spectral component of the algebra of forms.
3 Deformations of the groups SL(2, H) and Sp (2) Our interest in deforming the groups SL(2, H) and Sp(2) is motivated by their use for the construction of instantons on S 4 . Classically, charge 1 instantons are generated from the basic one by the action of the conformal group SL(2, H) of S 4 . Elements of the subgroup Sp(2) ⊂ SL(2, H) leave invariant the basic one, hence to get new instantons one needs to quotient SL(2, H) by the spin group Sp(2) ≃ Spin(5). The resulting moduli space of SU(2) instantons on S 4 modulo gauge transformations is identified (cf. [1] ) with the five-dimensional quotient manifold SL(2, H)/Sp (2) .
In a parallel attempt to generate instantons on A(S 4 θ ), we construct a quantum group SL θ (2, H) and its quantum subgroup Sp θ (2). An infinitesimal construction was proposed in [15] where a deformed dual enveloping algebra U θ (so(5, 1)) was used to generate infinitesimal instantons by acting on the basic instanton described above.
The construction of Hopf algebras A(SL θ (2, H)) and A(Sp θ (2)) is a special case of the quantization of compact Lie groups using Rieffel's strategy in [18] , and studied for the toric noncommutative geometries in [21] . Firstly, a deformed (Moyal-type) product × θ is constructed on the algebra of (continuous) functions A(G) on a compact Lie group G, starting with an action of a closed connected abelian subgroup of G (usually a torus). The algebra A(G) equipped with the deformed product is denoted by A(G θ ). Keeping the classical expression of the coproduct, counit and antipode on A(G), but now on the algebra A(G θ ), the latter becomes a Hopf algebra. It is in duality with a deformation of the universal enveloping algebra U(g) of the Lie algebra g of G. The Hopf algebra U(g) is deformed to U θ (g) by leaving unchanged the algebra structure while twisting the coproduct, counit and antipode. The deformation from U(g) to U θ (g) is implemented with a twist of Drinfel'd type [9, 10] -in fact, explicitly constructed in [16] for the cases at hand -as revived in [19] .
The deformed enveloping algebra U θ (so(5, 1)) was explicitly constructed in [15] . We now briefly discuss the dual construction for the Lie group SL(2, H). The torus T 2 is embedded in SL(2, H) diagonally,
and the group T 2 × T 2 acts on SL(2, H) by
Similar to the case of the spheres in Sect. 2, any function f ∈ A(SL(2, H)) expands in a series f = r f r of homogeneous elements for this action of T 4 , but now r = (r 1 , r 2 , r 3 , r 4 ) is a multidegree taking values in Z 4 . A deformed product × θ is defined by an analogue of formula (2.10) on homogeneous elements:
and extended by linearity to the whole of A(SL(2, H)). The resulting deformed algebra A(SL θ (2, H)), endowed with the classical (expressions for the) coproduct ∆, counit ǫ and antipode S becomes a Hopf algebra. In fact, to avoid problems coming from the noncommutativity of quaternions, we shall think of elements in H as 2 by 2 matrices over C via the natural inclusion
In the present paper, we need not only the Hopf algebra A(SL θ (2, H)) but also its coaction on the principal bundle A(S 4 θ ) ֒→ A(S 7 θ ), and in turn on the basic instanton connection (2.9) on the bundle, in order to generate new instantons. Having this fact in mind we proceed to give an explicit construction of A(SL θ (2, H)) out of its coaction in a way that also shows its quaternionic nature.
The quantum group SL θ (2, H)
For the deformation of the quaternionic special linear group SL(2, H), we start from the algebra of a two-dimensional deformed quaternionic space H 2 θ . Let A(C 4 θ ) be the * -algebra generated by elements {z j , z * j ; a = 1, . . . , 4} with the relations as in equation (2.1) (for the specific value of the deformation parameter λ considered in Sect. 2 and obtained from (2.8) as mentioned there) but without the spherical relation that defines A(S 7 θ ). We take A(H 
It is worth stressing that this deformation of the quaternions takes place between the two copies of H while leaving the quaternionic structure within each copy of H undeformed. Since the second column of the matrix u in (2.3) is the image through j of the first one, we may think of u as made of two deformed quaternions.
Following a general strategy [22] , we now define A(M θ (2, H)) to be the universal bialgebra for which A(H 2 θ ) is a comodule * -algebra. More precisely, we define a transformation bialgebra of A(H 2 θ ) to be a bialgebra B such that there is a * -algebra map
We then set A(M θ (2, H)) to be the universal transformation bialgebra in the following sense: for any transformation bialgebra B there exists a morphism of transformation bialgebras (i.e. commuting with the coactions) from A(M θ (2, H)) onto B. H) )-comodule algebra allows us to derive the commutation relations of the latter. A coaction ∆ L is given by matrix multiplication,
for a generic 4 × 4 matrix A θ = (A ij ). Asking for (3.2) we have
with j ′ = j + (−1) j+1 and the same for k ′ ; this means that A θ has the form
We use 'quaternion notations' for the above matrix and write 5) and similarly for the remaining parts.
The defining matrix in (3.4) has a 'classical form'. One readily finds that with respect to the torus action (3.1) its entries A ij are of multidegree
The general strategy exemplified by the deformed product (2.10) would then give the deformed product and in turn, the commutation relations defining the deformed algebra A(M θ (2, H)). We shall get them directly from the coaction on the algebra A(C 
The condition for ∆ L to be an algebra map determines the commutation relations among the generators of A(M θ (2, H)): the algebra generated by the a ij is commutative, as well as the algebras generated by the b ij , c ij and the d ij . However, the whole algebra is not commutative and there are relations. A straightforward computation allows one to concisely write them as
with η = (η ki ) the deformation matrix in (2.8). Indeed, imposing that (3.3) defines a * -algebra map on the generators of A(C 4 θ ), and using the relations (2.7), we have kl (A ik A jl − η ji η kl A jl A ik ) ⊗ u ka u lb = 0. Since for a ≤ b the elements u ka u lb could be taken to be all independent, relations A ik A jl − η ji η kl A jl A ik = 0 hold, for all values of a, b.
An explicit expression of the above commutation relations is in App. A. It is not difficult to see that A(M θ (2, H) ) is indeed the universal transformation bialgebra, since the commutation relations (3.7) and the quaternionic structure of A θ in (3.4) are derived from the minimal requirement of ∆ L to be a * -algebra map such that (3.2) holds.
In order to define the quantum group SL θ (2, H) we need a determinant. This is most naturally introduced via the coaction on forms. There is a natural differential calculus Ω(C 4 θ ) generated in degree 1 by elements {dz j , a = 1, . . . , 4} and relations
together with their conjugates. The forms Ω(C 4 θ ) could be obtained from the general procedure mentioned at the end of Sect. 2. The result is also isomorphic to the one obtained from the general construction [6] which uses the Dirac operator to implement the exterior derivative as a commutator.
The coaction ∆ L is extended to forms by requiring it to commute with d. Having the action (3.3), it is natural to define a determinant element by setting
We find its explicit form by using the relations of Ω(C 4 θ ):
A more compact form for det(A θ ) is found to be (see also App. B)
. The tensor ε ijkl has components
and equal to 1 otherwise. In the limit θ → 0, the element det(A θ ) reduces to the determinant of the matrix A θ=0 as it should. Additional results on the determinant are in the following lemmata.
Lemma 3.1. For each i, l ∈ {1, . . . , 4}, define the corresponding algebraic complement:
, the group of permutations of three objects. Then,
for any i and l.
Proof. We use the shorthand c
Here we used the fact that
is the product of the elements in the i-th column of η excluded the element η ii = 1 and the result is 1 as one deduces from the form of the matrix η in (2.8). Similarly for the other coefficient given by the product of the elements of the l-th row. 1. by rows; for each i ∈ {1, . . . , 4} fixed:
2. by columns; for each i ∈ {1, . . . , 4} fixed:
Proof. These follow from (3.7) after a lengthy but straightforward computation.
The particular form of the deformation matrix η ij defining the relations in A(S 7 θ ) implies that det(A θ ) is (not surprisingly) a central element in the algebra A(M θ (2, H)) generated by the entries of A θ . Hence we can take the quotient of this algebra by the two-sided ideal generated by det(A θ ) − 1; we will denote this quotient by A(SL θ (2, H)). The image of the elements A ij in the quotient algebra will again be denoted by A ij .
In order to have a quantum group we need more structure. On the algebra A(SL θ (2, H)) we define a coproduct by
whereas the antipode S is defined by
i+jÂ ji . HereÂ li are the algebraic complements introduced in Lemma 3.1. Indeed, from Lemma 3.2,
i+l A ilÂil = det(A θ ) = 1, and similarly, using also Lemma 3.1,
The definitions above are collected in the following proposition.
The coaction ∆ L in (3.3) passes to a coaction of A(SL θ (2, H)) on A(H 2 θ ) and it is still a * -algebra map. However, the spherical relation j z * j z j = 1 is no longer invariant under ∆ L . Thus, the algebra A(S 7 θ ) is not an A(SL θ (2, H))-comodule algebra but only a A(SL θ (2, H))-comodule. We shall elaborate more on this in Sect. 4 below.
The quantum group Sp θ (2)
Motivated by the classical picture we next introduce the symplectic group A(Sp θ (2)). Recall that a two-sided * -ideal I in a Hopf algebra (A, ∆, ǫ, S) is a Hopf ideal if
Then the quotient A/I is a Hopf algebra with induced structures ((π ⊗ π) • ∆, ǫ, π • S), where π : A → A/I is the natural projection.
Proof. The first two conditions in (3.10) follow easily from the definition of ∆ and ǫ for A(SL θ (2, H)) in Proposition 3.3. For the third, we observe that if J is an ideal in A(SL θ (2, H)) such that the classical counterpart J (0) is an ideal in A(SL(2, H)) which is generated by homogeneous elements, then J = J (0) as vector spaces. Indeed, the deformed product of a generator with any homogeneous function merely results in multiplication by a complex phase. In our case, the classical counterparts for the generators k (A ki ) * A kj − δ ij are indeed homogeneous (if i = j, they are of bidegree (0, 0), otherwise of bidegree Λ i − Λ j ) and the above applies. In particular, We still use the symbols (∆, ǫ, S) for the induced structures. The 'defining matrix' A θ of A(Sp θ (2)) has the form (3.4) (or (3.5)) with the additional condition that A * θ A θ = 1, coming from the very definition of A(Sp θ (2)). A little algebra shows also that A θ A * θ = 1. These conditions are equivalent to the statement that S(A θ ) = A * θ . In the quaternionic form, the conditions A * Using the same notations as in (3.4), let us consider the two sided ideal in A(Sp θ (2)) given by
The quantum homogeneous spaces A(S
and we can take the quotient Hopf algebra A(Sp θ (1)) := A(Sp θ (2))/I θ with corresponding projection map π I θ . By projecting with π I θ , the algebra reduces to the commutative one generated by the entries of the diagonal matrix
There is a coaction
The corresponding algebra of coinvariants A(Sp θ (2)) co(A(Sp (1)) is clearly generated by the first two columns (a, c) = {a ij , c ij } of A θ . An algebra isomorphism between the algebra of coinvariants and A(S 7 θ ) is provided by the * -map sending these columns to the matrix u in (2.3). On the generators this is given by
and the spherical relation corresponds to the condition (A *
. It follows from the general theory of noncommutative principal bundles over quantum homogeneous spaces [4] that the inclusion A(S 7 θ ) ֒→ A(Sp θ (2)) is a noncommutative principal bundle with the classical group Sp(1) as structure group.
Next, we consider the ideal in A(Sp θ (2)) given by J θ := b ij , c ij , -again easily shown to be a Hopf ideal. Denote by π J θ the projection map onto the quotient Hopf algebra A(Sp θ (2))/J θ generated, as an algebra, by the entries of
give that both {a ij } and {d ij } generate a copy of the algebra A (Sp(1) ). However, from the explicit relations in App. A we see that in general a ij d mn = d mn a ij and the quotient algebra is not commutative.
The algebra of coinvariants for the right coaction (id
one finds that the * -algebra of coinvariants is generated by the elements (aa
The * -map (3.11) combined with (2.6) then provides the identification with the generators of A(S 4 θ ). Again, the general theory of noncommutative principal bundles over quantum homogeneous spaces of [4] gives that the inclusion A(S 4 θ ) ֒→ A(Sp θ (2)) is a noncommutative principal bundle with π J θ (A(Sp θ (2)) as structure group. It is a deformation of the principal bundle over S 4 with total space Sp(2) and structure group Sp(1) × Sp(1).
Noncommutative conformal transformations
There is a natural coaction ∆ L of A(SL θ (2, H)) on the SU(2) noncommutative principal fibration A(S 
or, in components,
We have already mentioned that the left coaction ∆ L of A(SL θ (2, H)) as in (3.6) does not leave invariant the spherical relation: ∆ L ( j z * j z j ) = 1 ⊗ 1. We will denote by A( S 
is a central element in A( S 7 θ ) that parametrizes a family of noncommutative 7-spheres S 7 θ . By evaluating ρ 2 as any real number r 2 ∈ R, we obtain an algebra A(S 7 θ,r ) which is a deformation of the algebra of polynomials on a sphere of radius r. 
Hence, both A(S (1)) .
Next, we define a right action of SU(2) on A( S 7 θ ) in such a way that the corresponding algebra of invariants describes a family of noncommutative 4-spheres. It is natural to require that the above left coaction of A(SL θ (2, H)) on A(S 
We denote by A( S 
Having these, we have the following characterization of A (SL θ (2, H) ) as conformal transformations. 
Proof. The map ∆ L is given by the classical coaction of A(SL(2, H)) on Ω(S 4 ) as vector spaces and only the two products on A(SL(2, H)) and Ω(S 4 ) are deformed. Since * θ coincides with the undeformed Hodge operator * on Ω(S 4 θ ) ≃ Ω(S 4 ) as vector spaces, the result follows from the fact that SL(2, H) acts by conformal transformations on S 4 .
The quantum group SO θ (5, 1)
By construction, the generators α, β, x of A( S 4 θ ) are the images under ∆ L of the corresponding α, β, x of A(S 4 θ ). Some algebra yields
From the definition of ρ in (4.3), using the commutation relations (2.7), it follows that
and, being (uu * ) kl the component p kl of the defining projector p in (2.4), an explicit computation yields
In the expressions (4.6) and (4.7), the elements of A(SL θ (2, H)) appear only quadratically. Rather than a coaction of A(SL θ (2, H)), on A(S 4 θ ) there is a coaction of the Z 2 -invariant subalgebra. We denote this by A (SO θ (5, 1) ), a notation that will become clear presently.
In A(C 4 θ ), let us consider the vector-valued function X := (r, x, α, α * , β, β * ) t , with r := z 1 z * 1 + z 2 z * 2 + z 3 z * 3 + z 4 z * 4 and x, α, β are the quadratic elements, with the same formal expression as in (2.6), but with the z µ 's in A(C 4 θ ) (that is we do not impose any spherical relations). A little algebra shows that they satisfy the condition
where g is the metric on R 6 with signature (5, 1), i.e. on R 5,1 . In terms of the basis {X i } i=1,..., 6 and with the natural identification of R 5,1 with R 1,1 ⊕ C 2 , this metric becomes
The coaction in (3.3) can be given on these quadratic elements and summarized by
Here the C ij 's -assembled in a matrix C θ -, are (Z 2 -invariant) elements in A(SL θ (2, H)) whose expression can be read off from equations (4.6) and (4.7) simply reading r instead of 1. Their commutation relations are obtained from the (3.7):
where the matrix ν = (ν ij ) has entries all equal to 1 except for
There are two additional properties of the matrix C θ . The first one is that
as we shall now prove. In order to simplify computations for this, we shall rearrange the generators and use, instead of X, the vector
where the π ij 's are the 2-minors of the matrix u in (2.3):
The relations with the X i 's are
On the generators π ij 's, the coaction ∆ L in (4.2) simply reads
with the m's given by the 2-minors of the matrix A θ :
With the generators π ij 's the condition X t gX = 0 translates to
which, at the classical value of the deformation parameter, µ = λ = 1, is the Plücker quadric [1] . In turn, by rewriting the metric, this condition can be written as
Here and in the following we use capital letters to denote indices I ∈ {1 = (12), 2 = (34), 3 = (14), 4 = (23), 5 = (13), 6 = (24)}.
The statement in (4.9) that C θ t g C θ = g is equivalent to the following proposition whose proof is given in App. B. 
The second relevant property of the matrix C θ concerns its determinant. An element det(C θ ) can be defined using a differential calculus, now on A(R 
One expects that det(C θ ) can be expressed in terms of det(A θ ) as defined in (3.8) and that it should indeed be equal to 1. Instead of checking this via a direct computation, we observe that dX 1 · · · dX 6 is a central element in the differential calculus on A(R 5,1 θ ) and has a classical limit which is invariant under the torus action. In the framework of the deformation described at the end of Sect. 2 the result of ∆ L on it remains undeformed and coincides with the classical coaction of A(SO(5, 1)) giving indeed det(C θ ) = 1. 2, H) ) discussed above. It could also be obtained along the lines of [18, 21] (see also the beginning of Sect. 3) by deforming the product on A(SO (5, 1) ) with respect to the adjoint action of the torus T 2 ⊂ SO(5, 1).
A noncommutative family of instantons on S 4 θ
We mentioned in Sect. 2 that out of the matrix valued function u in (2.3) one gets a projection p = u * u, given explicitly in (2.5), whose Grassmannian connection ∇ = p • d has self-dual curvature: * θ ∇ 2 = ∇ 2 . The corresponding instanton connection 1-form -acting on equivariant maps -is expressed in terms of u as well and it is an su(2)-valued 1-form on S 7 θ . Indeed, the A(S 4 θ )-module E determined by p is isomorphic to the A(S 4 θ )-module of equivariant maps for the defining representation π of SU(2) on C 2 :
whose elements we write f = a f a ⊗ e a by means of the standard basis
θ ) becomes on the equivariant maps:
where the connection 1-form ω = (ω ab ) is found to be given by
One has ω ab = −(ω * ) ba and a ω aa = 0 so that ω is in Ω 1 (S 7 θ ) ⊗ su(2). Out of the coaction of the quantum group SL θ (2, H) on the Hopf fibration on S 4 θ , we shall get a family of such connections in the sense that we explain in the next sections.
A family of projections
We shall first describe a family of vector bundles over S 4 θ . This is done by giving a family of suitable projections. We know from (4.1) or (4.2) the transformation of the matrix u to u for the coaction of A(SL θ (2, H)): u ia = ∆ L (u ia ) = j A ij ⊗ u ja , with A θ = (A ij ) the defining matrix of A(SL θ (2, H) ). The fact that the latter does not preserve the spherical relations is also the statement that
The condition ( u) * u = ρ 2 I 2 gives that P is an idempotent; being * -selfadjoint it is a projection. θ ) can be defined as a fixed point algebra as in [7] and one finds that the spectrum of ρ 2 is positive and does not contain the point 0.
Explicitly, one finds for the projection P the expression
a matrix strikingly similar to the matrix (2.5) for the basic projection. The entries of the projection P are in A(
we interpret P as a noncommutative family of projections parametrized by the noncommutative space SL θ (2, H) . This is the analogue for projections of the noncommutative families of maps that were introduced and studied in [23, 20] . The interpretation as a noncommutative family is justified by the classical case: at θ = 0, there are evaluation maps ev x : A(SL(2, H)) → C and for each point x in SL(2, H), (ev x ⊗ id)P is a projection in Mat 4 (A(S 4 )), that is a bundle over S 4 . Although there need not be enough evaluation maps available in the noncommutative case, we can still work with the whole family at once.
As mentioned, we think of the Hopf algebra SL θ (2, H) as a parameter space and we extend to A(SL θ (2, H)) ⊗ A(S θ ) as (id ⊗ * θ )). Having these, out of the projection P one gets a noncommutative family of instantons.
Proposition 5.2. The family of connections
Proof. From Proposition 4.2 we know that A(SL θ (2, H)) coacts by conformal transformations and the curvature ∇ 2 = P ((id ⊗ d)P ) 2 is the image of the curvature p(dp) 2 under the coaction of A (SL θ (2, H) ).
It was shown in [8] that the charge of the basic instanton p is 1. This charge was given as a pairing between the second component of the Chern character of p -an element in the cyclic homology group HC 4 (A(S 
)), respectively. We will reduce the computation of the Chern character for the family of projections P to this case by proving that P is equivalent to the projection 1⊗p. Hence, we conclude that P represents the same class as 1 ⊗ p in the K-theory of the algebra A(SL θ (2, H)) ⊗ A(S 
Proof. Define the matrix
Then, using (5.2), one obtains
which finishes the proof.
It follows from this lemma that the components ch n (P ) ∈ HC 2n (A(SL θ (2, H)) ⊗ A(S 4 θ )), with n = 0, 1, 2, of the Chern character of P coincide with the pushforwards φ * ch n (p) of ch n (p) ∈ HC 2n (A(S 4 θ )) under the algebra map
As a consequence, both ch 0 (P ) and ch 1 (P ) are zero since ch 0 (p) and ch 1 (p) vanish [8] . Next, we would like to compute the charge of the family of instantons by pairing ch 2 (P ) with the fundamental class [S (2, H) )) which can be paired with [P ] via the cup product [12] . Thus we obtain the desired pairing:
where in the last line we used the equality [p], [S 4 θ ] = 1 proved in [8] too. The above is the statement that the value 1 of the topological charge is constant over the family.
A family of connections
When transforming u by the coaction of SL θ (2, H) in (4.1), one transforms the connection 1-form ω in (5.1) as well to ω = ( ω ab ) with,
Since ∆ L is linear, ω is still traceless ( a ω aa = 0) and skew-Hermitean ( ω ab = −( ω * ) ba ). 
Proof. This is a simple consequence of the fact that for Sp θ (2) one has k (A * ) ik A kj = δ ij from which (5.4) reduces to ω ab = 1 ⊗ ω ab .
Hence, the relevant space that parametrizes the connection one-forms is not SL θ (2, H) but rather the quotient of SL θ (2, H) by Sp θ (2). Denoting by π the natural quotient map from A(SL θ (2, H)) to A(Sp θ (2)), the algebra of the quotient is the algebra of coinvariants of the natural left coaction ∆ L = (π ⊗ id) • ∆ of Sp θ (2) on SL θ (2, H):
Since Sp θ (2) is a quantum subgroup of SL θ (2, H) the quotient is well defined: the algebra A(M θ ) is a quantum homogeneous space and the inclusion A(M θ ) ֒→ A(SL θ (2, H)) is a noncommutative principal bundle with A(Sp θ (2)) as structure group.
Lemma 5.5. The quantum quotient space A(M θ ) is generated as an algebra by the elements
Proof. Since the relations in the quotient A(Sp θ (2)) are quadratic in the matrix elements A ij and (A ij ) * , the generators of A(M θ ) have to be at least quadratic in them. For the first leg of the tensor product ∆(a) to involve these relations in A(Sp θ (2)), we need to take a = i (A ik ) * A il , so that
giving the desired result.
We will think of the transformed ω in (5.4) as a family of connection one-forms parametrized by the noncommutative space M θ . At the classical value θ = 0, we get the moduli space M θ=0 = SL(2, H)/Sp(2) of instantons of charge 1. For each point x in M θ=0 , the evaluation map ev x : A(M θ=0 ) → C gives an instanton connection (i.e. one with self-dual curvature) (ev x ⊗ id) ω on the bundle over S 4 described by (ev x ⊗ id)P .
The space M θ of connections and its geometry
The structure of the algebra A(M θ ) is deduced from that of A(SL θ (2, H) ). We collect the generators m ij = k (A ki ) * A kj into a matrix M := (m ij ). Explicitly, one finds
with its entries related to those of the defining matrix A θ in (3.4) of A(SL θ (2, H) ) by
As for the commutation relations, one finds that both m and n are central:
that g 1 and g 2 are normal:
and that
together with their conjugates. There is also a quadratic relation, 8) coming from the condition det(A θ ) = 1. Indeed, one first establishes that besides the product mn, also g * 1 g 1 + g * 2 g 2 is a central element in A(M θ ), and then computes mn − g *
by a direct comparison with the expression (3.8). Elements (m ij ) of the matrix M enter the expression for ρ 2 . With p kl the components of the defining projector p in (2.4) and having formula (4.7), one finds that
In particular, for A ij ∈ A(Sp θ (2)) one gets ρ 2 = 1 2
(1 ⊗ tr(p)) = 1 ⊗ 1, as already observed in Remark 4.1.
The boundary of M θ
The defining matrix M of M θ in (5.5), with the commutation relations among its entries, is strikingly similar to the defining projection p of A(S 4 θ ) in (2.5) with the corresponding commutation relations. Clearly, the crucial difference is that while for A(S (m + n); y := are not so many elements in this group (an interesting open problem is to find in general a correct noncommutative analogue of the group of maps from a space X to a group G). The second open problem is related to the fact that one would need some sort of universality for the noncommutative family of instantons to call it a moduli space. A possible notion of universality could be defined as follows. A family of instantons parametrized by A(M) is said to be universal if for any other noncommutative family of instantons parametrized by, say, an algebra B, there exists an algebra map φ : M → B such that this family can be obtained from the universal family via the map φ. Again, this is the analogue of the notion of universality for noncommutative families of maps as in [23, 20] . But it appears that, in order to prove universality for the actual family that we have constructed in the present paper, an argument along the classical lines -involving a local construction of the moduli space from its tangent bundle [3] -fails here, due to the fact that there is no natural notion of a tangent space to a noncommutative space.
Progress on both of these problems must await another time.
B Explicit proof of Proposition 4.3
We prove here that the minors in (4.10) and the metric in (4.12) satisfy the condition
of Proposition 4.3. As said in the main text, this is equivalent to the fact that the defining matrix C θ of A(SO θ (5, 1)) satisfy C θ t g C = g with g the metric in (4.8). We first prove (B.1) when in the right hand side h KL = 0, namely for the cases (K, L) = (1, 2), (3, 4) , (5, 6) . For this we need the formula (3.9) for the determinant of A θ . A little algebra show that the determinant can also be written as det(A θ ) = where ε σ = ε σ . Also, for the tensor ε we find relations: Since the m ij kl where defined for i < j, k < l, we choose σ ∈ S 4 \ {σ ′ σ ′′ } such that σ 1 < σ 2 and σ 3 < σ 4 . Hence the sum above runs over σ = ((σ 1 , σ 2 ), (σ 3 , σ 4 )) ∈ I, where These can be proved with the explicit expressions of the m ij kl in (4.10) and observing that the hypothesis I = (ij), K = (kl) such that h IK = 0 implies four possibilities: i = k, i = l, j = k or j = l. In addition, the relation m ij kl = −η kl m ij lk reduces the computations to just one case, say i = l.
